
••• 1

Re-use of Public Sector Information
for innovation and growth

Andrej Osterman

European Commission

DG Information Society and Media

7th Eastern European e|Gov Days

eGovernment & eBusiness Ecosystem & eJustice

April (22) - 23 - 24, 2009 Prague, Czech Republic



••• 2

What is PSI?

• Digital maps

• Meteorological

• Legal

• Traffic

• Financial

• Economic

• and other data 
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Products and services based on PSI

• Digital maps for car navigation systems

• Meteorological data for forecasts on TV, 
Websites or for flight planning

• Weather information and traffic data to 
provide a water alert service provided on 
radio, cell phones and PDAs

• Legal, financial and economic data to 
calculate the financial standing of a 
company and its credibility

• Etc. 
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Why is it important and why the EC decided 
to act?

• Economic value (MEPSIR: €27 
billion)

• Different rules and practices in the 
MS

• Barriers for unlocking the economic 
potential
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EC actions to unlock the potential

• Legislation: PSI Directive

• Networking and awareness (PSI 
Group)
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PSI Directive 2003/98/EC

• Adopted in November 2003

• First time European legislation in this area

• Transparency of re-use conditions

• Non-discrimination between market players

• Prohibition of exclusive arrangements

• Limits to charge

• Means of redress… etc.
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Where are we?

• 27 MS informed the EC of full transposition 
(infringements launched)

• Review of the PSI Directive (consultations with MS 
and stakeholders)

• Positive effects on the market

• PSI re-use increasing (MICUS, GFII) 

• Some issues remain
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Growth in the meteorological sector
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Growth in the geographical sector
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Stakeholders Consultation

• PSI difficult to find not available for  
re-use

• Charges are too high and not justified 
(e.g. climatological data)

• Restrictive licensing agreements
• Public task concerns
• Limited awareness/co-operation from 

PSI Holders
• Long and expensive redress 

mechanisms

PSI re-use potential largely UNMET
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Reusers “wish list”

• Make PSI re-use compulsory

• Marginal Cost Pricing

• Independent Regulators (inc. 
redress mechanisms)

• Address/limit public task PSI 
Holders

• PSI Portals 
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Key role of Member States

• Ensure correct implementation and 
application of PSI Directive (e.g. monitor 
exclusive deals)

• Deployment measures that facilitate re-
use

– Can go beyond the directive (SLO)
– Establishment of bodies responsible for PSI 

(UK OPSI)
– Asset lists, web portals (SEIS)
– Charging (marginal costs - AU/ES  Cadastre)
– Non discrimination
– Conflict resolution mechanisms/Watchdog of 

PSCH
– Co-operation with private sector (win-win 

strategy)
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Commission actions to promote PSI 
re-use in 2009

• Raising awareness

• Synergies with other 
Commission activities (DL, 
INSPIRE, SIES, etc.)

• ePSIplatform project

• Thematic network PSI legal 
issues

• Exclusive agreements survey


